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DANIEL

Lesson 3: Daniel 2:1-24
Cool Under Pressure

DEFAULT VIEW OF JESUS FOLK

•1 John 3:13: Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world 
hates you. 

• John 15:18–19: “If the world hates you, you know that it 
has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own; but because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates you.” 

DEFAULT VIEW OF JESUS FOLK

•There may be exceptions or moments when the 
animosity of the world is scaled back, but the norm, 
according to Jesus, is hatred.

•The temptation toward compromise is strong.

•So how would you respond under pressure? What 
would your response say about your commitment 
to the Lord? 

RESPONSE UNDER PRESSURE

•This question – How would you respond under 
pressure? – is not a purely hypothetical question. 
Look at what Daniel predicts for our future!

•Daniel 11:32:  “And by smooth words he will turn to 
godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, 
but the people who know their God will display 
strength and take action.”
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COOL UNDER PRESSURE

•Daniel 2 gives us a case study in how to handle 
pressure.  In Chap 2, waves of fear and frustration 
are washing over the heads of Babylon.  One head 
stays cool while the rest are freaking out.  It is a 
text-book case study of how God’s people keep 
their cool when the heat is on because of what 
they know of the name of God.

COOL UNDER PRESSURE

•Knowing the name of God does not simply mean 
knowing the terms we use to designate God.

•To know the name of God is shorthand for (1) 
understanding the character of God, (2) affirming 
what He has said and done, and (3) living 
accordingly.

COOL UNDER PRESSURE

•Daniel is going to respond to a situation in a way 
that affirms specific aspects of who God is, what He 
does, and what He says.

•So when we ask God for something in the name of 
Jesus, we are asking him to do what we ask because 
of who Jesus is, what he has done, and/or what He 
has said.

THREE REACTIONS TO A CRISIS – 1ST ONE 

I. The Madness of a Monarch

II. SoothSayers With No Sooth

III. Dan (who knows God’s name) is the Man with a 
Plan
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THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•Vs. 1:  Now in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar – (1) Neb was a nube!

•(2) Not a good year – 604 BC Ashkelon (heavy 
resistance) is reduced to rubble; 603 BC involved 
large army, siege works, heavy equipment, troops in 
the field for months.

•Note: Daniel = sophomore at King’s college.

THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•(3) Fuzzy memory: This may not be a shrewd 
validation technique. Does he remember?

•Vs. 5:  The command from me is firm: if you do not 
make known to me the dream…

•Old Babylonian Omen text: If a man cannot 
remember the dream he saw, his god is angry with him.

THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•(4) Spirit Troubled – Vs 1: Nebuchadnezzar had 
dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep left 
him. Vs 3: “The king said to them, “I had a dream and 
my spirit is anxious to understand the dream.” 

•This sounds like growing panic from 
uncertainty and a loss of control. 

THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•(5) Experts are sycophants: Neb suspects his 
experts are fawning parasites whose craft is 
chicanery and flim-flam. 

•Vs. 9: For you have agreed together to speak lying and 
corrupt words before me until the situation is changed.
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THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•Bottom Line: “There is something important I can’t 
seem to remember, let alone understand. But my 
mind keeps churning and I am losing sleep over it.”

•Have you experienced something similar? How did 
you respond? 

•Here’s how Neb responded.

THE MADNESS OF A MONARCH

•Response: Issue impossible demands, utter threats 
and ultimatums, require immediate action.  He is 
going “high maintenance!”

•Typical DNKGod’s Name Response:  “If I am out-of-
control, I will assert my ‘control’ by making this 
everyone else’s problem.”

2ND – SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•Nebuchadnezzar retained a full set of 24/7 “technical 
support” staff - basically, they catalogued dreams and 
outcomes. When X, expect Y.

•Like an algorithm
•Because their books covered everything, they were 
quite long. Only an expert could work through them 
with some efficiency (knows where to look)

SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•“Sorcerers” were included on staff. Sorcerers?

•2 Chronicles 33:6: And he [Manasseh] made his sons 
pass through the fire in the valley of Ben-hinnom; and he 
practiced witchcraft, used divination, practiced sorcery, 
and dealt with mediums and spiritists.  He did much evil 
in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger. 
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SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•Clearly Prohibited! Opposes God alone!

•Deuteronomy 18:10-11: “There shall not be found 
among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter 
pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who 
practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a 
spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.”

SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•This group upon whom Nebuchadnezzar is relying 
are clearly engaged in practices condemned by God 
and are breaking the first commandment:  They are 
giving their allegiance to and relying on false gods.

•FYI: Their inadequacy sets the stage for God 
(through Daniel) to unequivocally demonstrate His 
supremacy as the one true God.

SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•Complaint 1: Unprecedented –Vs 10: “No 
great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this 
of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.”

•Complaint 2: Unreasonable –Vs 11: “The thing 
which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one 
else who could declare it.”

SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•Com. 3:  Theologically unsound –Vs 11: “There 
is no one else who could declare it to the king except 
gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.”

•Com. 4: Offensive – The king questioned their 
integrity –Vs 9: “For you have agreed together to speak 
lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is 
changed.”
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SOOTHSAYERS WITH NO SOOTH

•Response: Protest the injustice of the situation and 
mask personal inadequacy by schmeeling.  Go VM!

•Rationale: “We are not the problem here.  What 
you are asking is impossible.  You are just trying to 
make us answer for your inability to remember your 
dream.”

•DNKGod’s name = go into blame mode in a crisis.

SO FAR WE HAVE SEEN

•A leader in a crisis (who does now know the name 
of God) goes into high control mode masking his 
anxiety (and inability) by creating crises for others.

•Experts in a crisis (who do not know the name of 
God) blame others to diminish their accountability.

•Sound familiar?

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•Daniel and his 3 friends were not aware. Why? 
Attending classes – only in second or third year? 
Unknown.

•Daniel replied with “discretion and discernment.”

•What is this?

•“Discernment” = Aramic (te.em) = Hebrew (ta.am)

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•Proverbs 11:22: As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, so 
is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion (ta.am).

• I Samuel 25:32-33: Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed 
be the Lord God of Israel, and blessed be your 
discernment (ta.am), and blessed be you, who have 
kept me this day from bloodshed, and from avenging 
myself by my own hand.”
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GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•Core idea of ta.am = taste. In some contexts an 
appetite for truth. 

•Psalm 119:66: Teach me good discernment and 
knowledge, For I believe in Thy commandments.

•Daniel is truth driven, and this appetite fuels his 
response to the King’s ultimatum. Game plan…

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•(1) Get the facts!

•He did not ask why but why the hurry?

• He does not say “impossible” but IF you want 
answers, this will require a process!  

•The dream-readers labeled it “impossible,” Daniel 
labeled it “prayable.” Impossible = Prayable. 

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•Daniel’s prayer of thanks reveals:  You couldn’t ask 
for a better situation to show God off.  The smart 
guys have already said this is a challenge that cannot 
be met without divine intervention!

•Daniel is calm under pressure, thinking quickly, and 
trusting God – that’s discretion-driven planning.

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•(2) Mobilize for Prayer

•Daniel 2:17-18: Then Daniel went to his house and 
informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 
about the matter, so that they might request compassion 
from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that 
Daniel and his friends would not be destroyed with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon.”
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GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•God is addressed by D3 as the “God of heaven” (vs. 
18) which is a great name for God in a place where 
astral worship is common.

•Think about the name connection to D3: Daniel = 
God is my judge;  Hananiah = Yahweh has been 
gracious; Mishael = Who is like God; Azariah = God 
has helped

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•“Pray as if your lives depended on it.”

•Praying friends are part of the solution. 

•Philippians 4:6–7: Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•(3) Put praise before protection.

•Recall Daniel 11:32: The people who know their 
God will display strength and take action.

•Daniel praises God for answering their prayers. In 
His prayer, we hear the voice of one who knows His 
God. No wonder He was strong under pressure.

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•(3) Put praise before protection. Note order:

•Daniel 2:19–24: Then the mystery was revealed to 
Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven; Daniel said, “Let the name of God be blessed 
forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him. 
It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He 
removes kings and establishes kings; 
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GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of 
understanding. It is He who reveals the profound and 
hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwells with Him. To You, O God of my fathers, I give 
thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and 
power; Even now You have made known to me what we 
requested of You, for You have made known to us the 
king’s matter.”

GOD’S MAN HAS A PLAN

•Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had 
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon; he went 
and spoke to him as follows: “Do not destroy the wise 
men of Babylon! Take me into the king’s presence, and I 
will declare the interpretation to the king.”

•By answering their prayer, God has shown who 
He is.

HEARTBEAT

•This is the heartbeat of prevailing saints. They know 
their God and ask God to hear their prayers to 
make himself known.

•Psalm 67:1-2: Be gracious to us and bless us, and cause 
His face to shine upon us, that Thy way may be known 
on the earth, Thy salvation among all the nations.

WHO WILL YOU BE IN A CRISIS?

•The one “in charge” who goes into high control 
mode masking his anxiety (and inability) by creating 
crises for others.

•The smart one who blames others to diminish 
his/her personal accountability.
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WHO WILL YOU BE IN A CRISIS?

•The one who knows His God and who displays 
poise, strength, and faith in a crisis because he 
depends on God.

•God’s name (who He is, what He has done, what He 
has said) is your strength.

WHO WILL YOU BE IN A CRISIS?

•Proverbs 18:10: The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 
The righteous runs into it and is safe.

•So what crisis are you facing? What do you need 
that only God can supply? Pray as if your life 
depends on it and see what God does! Then make 
Him known.


